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Exploring contentious issues currently debated in the existing scholarship on medicine in 
British India and other colonies, this book covers the ‘indigenisation’ of  health services; the 
inter-relationship of colonial and indigenous paradigms of medical practice; the impact of 
specific political and administrative events and changes on health policies. The book also 
analyses British medical policies and the Indian reactions and initiatives they evoked in 
different Indian states. It offers new insights into the interplay of local adaptations with global 
exchanges between different national schools of thought in the formation of what is often 
vaguely, and all too simply, referred to as 'western' or 'colonial' medicine. A pioneering study 
of health and medicine in the princely states of India, it provides a balanced appraisal of the 
role of medicine during the colonial era. It will be of interest to students and academics 
studying South Asian and imperial and commonwealth history; the history of medicine; the 
sociology of health and healing; and medical anthropology, social policy, public health, and 
international politics. 
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